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Member News 
Kay Londergan,  
Peg Carney Luecke, 
Susan Henshaw,  
Mary Firtl and  
Catherine McCormick  
have pastels in the  
47th Elkhart Juried Regional 
exhibit at the Midwest  
Museum of American Art, 429 Main St., Elkhart,  
through Dec. 31. 

William Healy won the award for  
Best Drawing for his oil pastel work.

NIPS member Emma Marsh is Assistant Curator 
of Education, Programming & Exhibits, for the 
Midwest Museum of American Art.

Mary Firtl, Catherine McCormick and their class 
members will have pastels in the annual Student 
Faculty Exhibit Nov. 29 to Jan. 4 at South Bend 
Museum of Art, 120 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd., 
South Bend. A reception will be held 5–8 p.m.  
Dec. 5. Refreshments, music and awards will  
be featured.

Susan Pelka won two 
awards at the Cass County 
Regional Gallery 9th Open: 
Drawing Representational 
for her pastel “On the 
Trail to Laurel Falls,” and 
Painting, Watercolor and 
Gouache for “Cade’s Cove.”

Dee Thornton won first place in the Multimedia 
category for “Telluride.” The show continues 
until Dec. 30 in the Cass County Administration 
Building, 120 North Broadway, Cassopolis, MI.

(Continued on pg. 2)

  Holiday 
       Potluck	
 Luncheon

Friday, Dec. 12,  
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Pinhook Community Center,  
2801 Riverside Drive, South Bend
Bring a dish to share, an artwork to show,  
a book to donate.  Please see our last  
page for details. 
 
RSVP to Dee Thornton at  
deelthorn@att.net

Future NIPS Exhibits: 2026 
>	 South Bend Museum of Art
	 20th Anniversary Show
	 MAY 23–JULY 5, 2026

>	� Heartland Art Center, 214 N. Michigan St., 		
�Plymouth, IN 

	 AUG. 4–29, 2026 
Saturday, Aug 1  
Deliver work to Heartland between 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 29, 1–3 p.m.   
Reception, awards and releasing of art. Food 
and drinks will be supplied by Heartland, but 
members are invited to bring appetizers and 
desserts also.

Future Exhibit: 2028 
>	 Roti Roti Art Center, Buchanan, MI

“Fall Sycamore” by Kay Londergan

Pastel artists, please join us for the 2025

Susan Pelka’s  
“On the Trail to Laurel Falls”
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Daniel Slattery won 
an award in the St. 
Joe Valley Watercolor 
Society exhibit Oct. 20 
to Nov. 20 at Corvilla 
Studio, Mishawaka. 
Dan has an exhibit 
through the end of 
November at the Local 
Cup, 1009 Portage Ave., 
South Bend. 

Liz Kuntz had her art on view at the Local Cup 
in October. 

Indiana artists Avon Waters and Carol 
Strock Wasson won awards in the Chicago 
Pastel Painters Tenth Biennial National Juried 
Exhibition through Dec. 6 at the Art Center, 
Highland Park, IL. 

Dues
Membership renewals will be due  
in March, 2026.  

Dues of $25 can be sent to treasurer  
Sue Coultas 
519 Woodruff
Niles MI 49120
(suecoultas@comcast.net)

Make your check payable to:

 NIPS or Northern Indiana Pastel Society. 

Dues cover the cost of exhibits, website, 
hospitality supplies, speaker fees 
and membership in the International 
Association of Pastel Societies.

This is an original painting in soft pastel.  
Do not hang the art in direct sunlight as condensation can form under the glass, 

and moisture can damage the art.  
Clean the glass with an ammonia-free cleaner and soft cloth.

Framing Label Suggestion
Here is an example of information to copy, print and attach to the back of your artwork:

Dan Slattery

Recent NIPS Exhibition
“Self Portraits and Other Personal Visions” was the theme of an exhibit Sept. 12 to Oct.16 at the Colfax 
Cultural Center, 914 Lincolnway West, South Bend. 29 works by 18 members were on view.  
Award recipients were from left below: Brandon Davis Jennings, Daniel Slattery, Mary Meehan Firtl 
and Liz Kuntz. Judge was Justin Barfield of the Notre Dame Art Dept.

Award Winners



Potluck Fare
Social time starts at 11:30 a.m. Luncheon will begin at noon. 
Chicken, beverages, and setups will be provided. We suggest that those whose last names begin with A-G 

provide a salad or appetizer, H-Q a vegetable, potato, pasta, or other side dish, and R-Z a dessert. Electric outlets 

will be available for crockpots. Microwave oven is not available.

Art Display
Artists are invited to bring a pastel artwork on an easel. This can be a new or old piece, framed or unframed.  

A few extra easels will be available.

Book Exchange & Pastel Gifts
Artists are invited to bring an art book or two to donate. Artists can then select a book for a cash donation. 

Proceeds will benefit Northern Indiana Pastel Society speaker fees, website, IAPS membership, and Scholastic 

Awards. And we will again have small gifts of pastels for artists. 

To RSVP 
Contact Dee Thornton at deelthorn@att.net  by DECEMBER 8. Provide your name, phone number, whether you 

will bring a guest and their name, the type of food you plan to bring, and if you need  

an electrical outlet. 

Pastel artists, please join us for the 2025  

	   

How to help
Assistance will be needed at 10:30 a.m. with setting up of the tables & chairs, tablecloths, 
decorating, along with easels and the art display. Afterwards, we will need help with cleanup. 
Please contact Dee Thornton at deelthorn@att.net  
and note how you can assist.

Friday, December 12  •  11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Pinhook Park Community Center  
2801 Riverside Drive, South Bend, IN 
Hosts: 	 Northern Indiana Pastel Society  
	 Friday Pinhook Pastel Group 
								        Artists may bring a guest!

  Holiday 
       Potluck  
			    Luncheon
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